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Update on Businesses Assisted
by the STAR Center and the
Department of Energy

ver the last several years, reaching out to assist local businesses, new and
established, through space leasing or equipment purchases has served as a
=¥ commerstone objective of the STAR Center. To provide a snapshot of how
several companies that have worked with the STAR Center are performing, take a

look at what’s new at the companies of MAFCO, Inc.,

Florida Candy

MAFCO, Inc.

In April 1997,
Lockheed Martin employees Frank
Borza and Tom Christian decided to
take their years of impressive manufac-

Factory, Inc.

former GE

turing expertise and strike out on their
own to create a business called
MAFCQ, Inc.

With three years under its belt,

Borza comments, “Our business

volume has doubled each year. Most of

our profits are still being reinvested to
accommaodate our growth.” As further
evidence of this business success,
MAFCO recently moved to a new
facility that is over twice as large as the
previous one.

The five-member MAFCO team
specializes in aluminum anodizing and
proprietary beryllium and beryllium

alloy processing. Their major custom

PerforMax’, Polyplex and

ers are largely aerospace companies to
include Harms, Hughes, Lockheed
Martin and Boeing. Principle commer
cial customers are STAR Center tenant
Nova Precision Components and Bird
Component Products, Inc.

“In 1997, we were a full-service
plating shop,” said Borza about the
changing scope of MAFCO. “We did
copper, nickel, chrome, zinc, gold,
silver and many other types of plating.
Since that time, our business has
become more focused on anodizing
And today over 80 percent of our sales
are anodizing work.”

Borza eagerly acknowledges the
support given by the STAR Center.
“The main assistance provided was
making the required equipment for
startup available to us on a lease,”
noted Borza
be valuable because that allowed us to

“This assistance proved to
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use other funds for the remainder of
our needed equipment. Basically, the
availability of the lease allowed for a
successful start-up.”

Although MAFCO no longer has ;
direct relationship with the county
since the leasing arrangement was
completed last year, Borza said, “'We
look back upon our relationship with
very favorable memories and are
grateful that the opportunities were
available when we needed them.”

Looking excitedly toward the
future, Borza commented, “We are
continuing to develop our niche of
We are
presently working on a large contract

specialty plating/anodizing.
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