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Exploring Japanese Business Relations
to Broaden STAR Center Base

In early October, five representa-
tives from the STAR Center joined
400 other U.S. delegates at the 24™
Annual Joint Meeting of Japan-U.S
Southeast Association and the
Southeast U.5./]Japan Association
Held in Tokyo, the three-day confer-
ence was designed to give attendees a
better understanding of business
relations and trade between Japan and
e U.S.

This international conference
provided a wealth of information
about Japanese trade and investment
opportunities, emerging possibilities
through the combined efforts of
Japanese and U.S. companies, and a
current overview of the U.S. and
Japanese economies. Facts and
wisdom about Japanese culture,
education and training were also
presented

Participants from the STAR
Center included Bill Castoro, Chair-
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man of the Community
Reuse Organization;
Ken Hall, Director of
the Pinellas STAR
Center; and Robent
Payne, Executive
Director of the Japan
America Society of
Florida. Promoting
trade and business
relations between the
U.5. and Japan remains
a strategic goal of the
STAR Center.

For instance, the
Center has an ongoing
relationship with the
Japan External Trade
Organization (JETRO) that provides
knowledge about import expansion,
investment promotions, economic
exchange and industrial cooperation
with developed nations. The Center
will continue to explore building
stronger relationships with Japanese
businesses. Additional details about
this progress will be forthcoming.

Two representatives from
Nextpath Technologies, Inc. (for-
merly known as Navis, Inc.) also
attended the overseas conference
Participant John Martin, Marketing
Director of Nextpath, said, “We met
with three Japanese companies to
discuss marketing our laser network
system. The sessions were quile

STAR Center Director Ken Hall, and wife Karen, had the
opportunity o meet informally with Japanese business
associates (right to left) Toshiro Takenaka, Deputy
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Manager, Nomura Securities Co. Lid., Yujii Suzuki, Director
of the intemational Bank of Japan, and his wife Sasuko

productive, and we will continue to
look for opportunities to expand our
market into Japan.”

Among the other 32 delegates
from Florida were Lt. Governor
Frank Brogan, representatives from
Enterprise Florida, vanous academic
institutions and others representing
the financial, law, real estate, agricul
ture and hospitality
industries

that are
interested n
learning
about building
relationships
with Japan







