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National Society of Black Engineers
Builds Community Leadership Role

Lakisha Clark,
Chemical Engineer
with Concurrent
Technologies Cor-
poration (CTC), and
James Scott, Senior

Electrical Engineer with Constellation
Technology Corporation, are two pro-
fessionals working at the STAR Cen-
ter who are leading the way for the
community due to their participation in
the Tampa Bay Area National Society
of Black Engineers (NSBE-AE)
Alumni Extension.

NSBE-AE's mission is to increase
the number of culturally responsible
black engineers who excel academi-
cally, succeed professionally and posi-
tively impact the community. Member-
ship is open to all engineering and tech-
nical professionals. NSBE-AE offers its
members leadership training, profes-
sional and academic development,
mentoring opportunities, community
service outreach activities and encour-
1ges the pursuit of advanced degrees
sy offering scholarship opportunities.

Lakisha Clark is the founding Chair
of the Tampa Bay Area Chapter that has
been in operation for more than a year.

She graduated from the University of
South Florida with a degree in Chemi-
cal Engineering
undergraduate chemical engineering
student,” said Clark. “Being involved,

got involved as an

being able to attend their national con
vention and participating in other ac-
tivities profoundly changed my reality
and gave me an international perspec-
tive on the impacts and contributions
students around the world were mak-
ing in engineering, math and the sci-
ences.”

Clark believes the organization is
important for several reasons. “NSBE-
AE fuels the pipeline of black engineers
by giving them additional training
tools,” said Clark. Those critical areas
include education, professional devel-
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volvement. A signature event for com-
munity involvement is Black Family
Technology Awareness Week held each
February. “We collaborate with orga-
nizations in Tampa, St. Pete and
Clearwater to educate individuals about
engineering and the sciences,” Clark
explained.

James Scott is the External Vice-
Chair for the organization and earned
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his degree in Electrical Engineering
from Howard University. He is a na-
tive of S5t. Petersburg. Scoitt got in-
volved with NSBE while in college and
has continued his participation since his
employment with Constellation Tech-
nology in December 2000. “My role as
local External Vice-Chair 1s basically
to go into the community and introduce
people to what NSBE-AE is all about,”
said Scott who added that the position
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