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Pinellas, Albuquerque To Form
Partnership

On Monday, February 12", CRO
Chairman Bill Castoro and Ken Hall
traveled to Albuguerque, N.M. at the
invitation of the DOE Albuquerque
Operations Office. The purpose of the
/1sit was to share information on
community reuse plans, accomplish-
ments and lessons learned and o
explore how the two areas (Pinellas
and Albuquerque) could
work together in the future
as partners.

The Pinellas STAR
Center is the most successful
DOE privatization project in the
country, and Albugquerque has just
recently established a CRO program.
At this meeting, discussions centered
around the many commonalities that
exist between the STAR Center and
the Albuquerque CRO partners
including the Department of Energy,
Sandia National Laboratories and the
City of Albuguerque. For example,
the Sandia National Lab is working
with companies under a CRADA
{Cooperative Research and Develop-
ment Agreement) program to assist in
ringing new products to the proto-
type stage. CRADA 1s a DOE-
sponsored program that offers
technical assistance to high-tech

manufacturing companies. This is
especially helpful for small and
medium-sized companies who may
not have the resources necessary to
build a working prototype in some
reasonable time frame.

Sandia Labs has expressed the
desire to visit the STAR Center to
make their services available to high-
tech companies in the Tampa
N\ Bay area. A site visit will be
\ planned scon in the April:
I May time frame. If you

would like to participate in this
unigue opportunity, please contact Ken
Hall at (727) 541-8273. Details will be
provided as they are developed.

Other issues that will be shared
with the STAR Center businesses
mvolve community priorities, such as
transportation and work force devel-
opment. These two i1ssues are a
priority for Albuguerque and Pinellas
County. How we can share in the
development of these important
programs in a meaningful way will be
discussed in the coming months.
Albuguerque CRO executives, along
with several municipal and civic
leaders, will plan to visit the Pinellas
STAR Center to continue these
discussions,

Medical Consortium
Formed Aided By
Concurrent
Technologies

Spurred by local high-tech
industry leaders and under the
guidance of Pinellas County Eco-
nomic Development, a biomedical
manufacturing consortium is evolving
under the leadership of Concurrent
Technologies.

Biomedical companies are
flourishing in the Tampa Bay area-
there are currently 176, with half of
them located in Pinellas County-but
they are not necessarily talking to
each other. Many medical manufac-
turers do not interact with one
another due to proprietary interests.
“The goal of the consortium is to
provide a forum for these businesses
to develop solutions to common
problems,” said Brian Cartland,
senior manager of business develop-
ment for Pinellas County.

In addition to local industry
leaders, the group consists of eco-
nomic development agencies and the
University of South Florida. Jim
Failor, representing Concurrent
Technologies’ community outreach
program, has been instrumental in
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