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Ghanaian Dignitary Visits STAR Center

ojo Yankah, a member of the

Ghana Parliament in South Africa
and CEO of Yankah and Associates,
along with two State Department
officials, visited the STAR Center on
Criday, April 21. Commissioner
darbara Sheen-Todd and Rita Garvey,
Chairperson of the Sister Cities
Program and former Clearwater
mayor, also accompanied the visitors.

Yankah is touring the United
States for one year as part of a fact-
finding mission to collect ideas for a
two-year post-secondary institution
that will eventually offer four-year
degrees being established in Ghana.
A two-year certification program in
mass communications was particu-
larly significant to Yankah.

Tonya Amankwatia, communica-
tions instructor at St. Petersburg
Junior College, acted as tour guide
while showing Yankah the college’s
Learning Support Center, the interac-
tive classroom and faculty develop-
ment center. At the STAR Center, a
breakfast and tour was sponsored.
Toups Technology was an enlighten-
‘ng stop on the tour as was the
Zlectronic Commerce Resource
Center (ECRC).

Pasing for a group picture after a briefing at Toups Technology are (L - R) State
Dept. rep John £ins; Hiro Watanabe, JETRO; former Clearwater mayor Rita
Garvey, Jim Doulgeris, V.P, Marketing, Toups Technology; Ghana rep Kojo

Yankah, Brian Cartland, Pinelfas County

conomic Development; SPJC Assoc

Professor of Communications Tonya Amankwatia & Bobie Amankwalia; Pinellas
STAR Center Director Ken Hall, and Jim Failor, Director, FMTC

Of the visit, Amankwatia said,
“Mr. Yankah truly appreciated
everyone's ime and said he gathered
lots of 1deas for future programs. He
remarked in a very positive way
about the training facility at ECRC
and the water treatment invention he
saw at Toups Technology. Overall, it
was quite an effective event.”
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