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Young-Rainey STAR Center Unveiled at
Rededication Ceremony

riday, December 14, marked yet another significant

milestone in the growth and direction of the recently

renamed Young-Rainey STAR Center. Several hundred

isitors from across Pinellas County joined in a moving,
patriotic-filled rededication ceremony to honor the notewor-
thy contributions of Congressman C.W. “Bill” Young and
Charles “Chuck” Rainey.

“The STAR Center is such a unique facility with a fasci-
nating history,” said Calvin D. Harris, Chairman, Pinellas
County Board of County Commissioners. As the commissioner

recalled the facility’s history, he marveled at how the area had

grown from an 1solated dairy farm to a sprawling industrial o _
complex surrounded by neighborhoods and businesses. Rather A tribute to the flag was presented by David Miller, President,
than tearing the plant down after the Cold War ended. Con- Pinelias County Veterans Lislson Councl
gressman Young and Mr. Rainey worked to transform it into a
prominent force in the community and preserve jobs. “Em-
ployees have never forgotten how hard he (Congressman
Young) worked on their behalf,” said Mr. Harris.

Both honorees addressed the audience and remarked about
how many of the current tenant businesses are still on the
leading edge of world events by developing technology to
fight terrorism. “After September 11™, the world changed as
we realized the anti-American threat,” said Congressman
Young. “Many of these businesses are ahead of that problem.

hey are working to secure our homeland by developing the

ability to detect bombs, chemicals and even nuclear threats.™ et T ' - -
He noted that businesses from around the country are already Left fo right are Pinelias County Commissioners John Morron
o —— P S i e and Calvin Harris, Congressman Young, Charles Rainey and
contacting tenants o learm about their innovative products Commissioner Barbara Sheen Todd

and services. )
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