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County Commissioner Stands Up to
Support Local Businesses

Excrg, time Pinellas County Board of
County Commission Chairman
Barbara Sheen Todd gets the chance to
nositively represent businesses affili-
Aed with the STAR Center, she seizes
the opportunity. For instance, this com-
mussion chairman clanfied information
offered up about one of the STAR
Center's spin-off businesses during a
recent press conference in Washington,
D.C.

The subject was airline security in
the wake of September terrorists” at-
tacks and what the government in-
tended to do about it. Chairman Todd,
who serves on the Homeland Security
Task Force under the leadership of Tom
Ridge, watched as Transportation Sec-
retary Norman Minetta talked about
two companies in the country that
manufacture scanners to detect explo-
sives in airline checked baggage. When
misinformation was offered up about a
STAR Center spin-off L-3 Communi-
cations, Security Systems Division, lo-
~ated in Clearwater, Chairman Todd

iepped forward to set the record
straight,

“I had just visited L-3 Communi-
cations and spent much time talking

with the staff to
understand and be-
come aware of what
was unique about its
business,”  said
Chairman Todd.
“They're the best,
absolutely the best,”
she remarked
Because the session
was being broadcast
on C-Span, she
wanted to make sure
the correct informa-
tion surfaced. She
shared current sta-
tistics during the
question and answer
period. In addition,
she shared company
literature with top aides.

“We are appreciative of Chairman
Todd’s support of our business as we
move forward with supplying superior
products designed to increase airline
security across this nation,” said
Patnicia Krall, Vice President of L-3
Communications. The key security sys-
tem offered is the innovative e Xaminer
IDX™ 6000 that introduces a new

Pat Krall, VP of L-3 Communications (right), demonstrates the
eXaminer 30X 6000 ™ for Barbara Sheen Todd on a recent visit,

dimension in explosive detection for
airline checked baggage. This system
1s the first continuously scanning, ex-
plosive detection system that is capable
of screening over 600 bags per hour for
explosives. L-3 Communications
Screening Systems is a thriving busi-
ness spun off from the technelogy and
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