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STAR Center Approved
as Foreign-Trade Zone

On December 30, 1997, Bill
Castoro, Executive Director of the
Pinellas County Industry Council,
received notice from the U.S5. De-
partment of Commerce that the
STAR Center is approved as a
foreign-trade zone (FTZ). The STAR
Center will be a part of FTZ No. 193,
which also includes the St. Peters-
burg/Clearwater Airport. Florida has
atotal of 18 FTZ's.

A foreign-trade zone 15 a site
within the United States, in or near a
U.S. Customs port of entry, where
foreign and domestic merchandise is
considered to be in international
commerce. Foreign or domestic
merchandise may enter the FTZ
without payment of Custom duties.
While in the FTZ, the merchandise
can be repackaged, repaired, manu-
factured, processed, assembled, etc.,
to produce a final product which, if
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exported from the U.5., no U.5.
Customs duty or excise tax 1s
charged. If the final product is
imported into the U.S., Customs
duty and excise taxes are due only at
the time of transfer from the FTZ,
and the duty paid is the lower of that
applicable to the product itself or its
component parts.

The approval of the STAR
Center as a foreign-trade zone
provides businesses located here
with facilities for conducting inter-
national trade activities. Companies
who will be using the FTZ should
contact Ken Hall as soon as materi-
als are ordered so that the storage
space will be ready when materials
arrive.

Literature is available giving
more detail about FTZ's and may be
requested by contacting Angie
Meyer at 541-8275.+%

Business Advantages
of FTZ

© Duty is never paid on re-
exported merchandise from a
zone.

© Duty is deferred on
merchandise sold domestically
to time when it leaves the
zone.

© Generally, if foreign
components are manufactured
into a product which has a
lower duty rate, then the lower
rate applies. No duty applies to
domestic content.

& Both foreign and domestic
merchandise in a zone may be
stored, repackaged,
manipulated, manufactured,
processed, destroyed, or
otherwise altered or changed.

County Officials Visit STAR Center

Pictured, from left to right, are Gene
Danzey, Ken Hall Barbara Sheen Todd

and Tom Gombar

Pinellas County officials visited the STAR
Center on Monday, January 12" to
celebrate the commencemeant of renova-
tions and also to welcome our latest
tenant, ORC TeleScence. Officials in
attendance included Barbara Sheen Todd,
Chairman, Board of County Commission-
ers; Tom Gombar, Vice-President, ORC
Telescience; Gene Danzey, Chairman, St.
Petersburg/Clearwater Economic Develop-
ment Council, and representatives from
Criswell, Blizzard & Blouin, Architects, Inc.







