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Commissioner Latvala
Receives Briefing on Center

Susan Latvala visited the STAR
Center on November 3™ for a briefing
and orientation as she prepared to join
the County Commission on November
21*. Commissioner Latvala was given
a briefing on the history and progress
of the STAR Center. A tour of the labo-
ratories at Constellation Technology
Corporation was coordinated to give
her a better appreciation of the tech-
nologies being applied at the STAR
Center.

Latvala was elected to the Board

of County Commissions for Pinellas

County
Commissioner
Susan Latvala

County this year. Previously, she served
two terms as a member of the Pinellas
County School Board having been first
elected in 1992 and re-elected in 1996.

In addition, she has served as a
Director for the Florida School Board
Association and was Chairman of its
Federal Relations and Drug Awareness
Committees. She has served as Presi-
dent of the South Florida Consortium

of School Boards and as Chairman of

the State Advisory Committee for Ex-
ceptional Student Education. Currently,

Commuissioner Latvala is Chairman of

the Board of Directors for Operation
PAR and was appointed to the White
House Conference on Youth, Drug Use
and Violence.

Dignitaries Tour
Center to Learn
About Successful
Defense Conversion
Projects

On November 14™, the Council for
Urban Economic Development
(CUED) visited the STAR Center for a
tour and briefing of how the facility was
privatized. From across the country,
thirty members of CUED were in at-
tendance and showed great interest in
how the STAR Center had accom-
plished its project. Raytheon provided
a tour for the visitors to see how the
facility had been built-out to accommo-
date Raytheon’s production needs.

Several attendees had similar de-
fense conversion projects in the past or
in progress. Founded in 1967, CUED
1s the leading full service economic
development membership association,
serving more than 2,600 economic de-
velopment professionals. CUED pro
vided information to its members who
are building local economies through
tools used to create, attract and main-
tain jobs,

CUED also manages the National
Association for Installation Developers
(NAID) and the Association of Univer-
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