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Global Reach Strengthens as International Guests

Visit Center

JETRO Senior Trade Advisor Opens Doors to

Japanese Opportunities

Katsuhiko Kirk Kobayashi, Senior
rade Advisor, from the Japan Exter
nal Trade Organization (JETRO) toured
the STAR Center on April 12%, Mr.
Kobayashi i1s one of 23 such advisors
to JETRO working in the United States
and the only one working in Florida.
Mr. Kobayashi currently has an office
in Orlando where he has been working
since November of 2001.

Mr. Kobayashi has worked for
more than 30 years with Mitsubishi, the
leading trading firm in Japan. He be-
gan his work with Mitsubishi in Tokyo
and spent 15 years in the United States
in management positions. He is cur-
rently on a three-vear assignment with
JETRO.

Mr. Kobayashi likens his work to
that of a “business matchmaker.” “Our
organization promotes partnerships
with businesses around the world with
“ipan,” said Kobayashi. His territory
15 Florida that he recognizes “as a high-
tech state with great potential for part-
nerships with Japan.” The senior advi-

Katsuhiko Kirk Kobayashi, JETRO Senior
Trade Advisor

sor 15 on the lookout for technology
transfer, services or products to export
to Japan from Florida. He also helps
those businesses looking for investment
opportunities in Japan and those who
wish to establish businesses in Japan.
Mr. Kobayashi plans to visit the STAR
Center frequently to promote Japanese

Joint ventures with local Florida busi-

nesses,

see “JETRO™ cont"d. on page 2

Canadian Ambassador
Visits Tampa Bay;
Consulate Staff Visits
Center

* Forming strategic partnerships is goal

The Canadian Ambassador to the
United States, the Honorable Ambas
sador Michael Kergin and Consul Gen-
eral Astrid Pregel visited the Tampa
Bay area business community in Feb-
ruary. Central to that trip was a stop at
the Young — Rainey STAR Center and
one of its newest tenanis, Forensic
Technology, Inc. (FTT).

According to Kathleen Good, Busi
ness Development Manager/Interna-
tional Business Development Manager
for Pinellas County Economic Devel
opment, “FTT was selected for a visit
because they are a Canadian-headquar-
tered company that does strong busi-
ness in our area.,” She added that the
purpose was to demonstrate to the con
sulate staff of the Canadian presence
in our county and the need for a consu-

late staff locally because of the high

see “"CONSULATE” comt'd. on page 2






