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STAR Center Honored For Economic

Development

Achievement

Aq reported in the
December issue of the
STAR Waich, the Pinellas
STAR Center gained national
recognition by earning first
slace in the category of
Aegional Economic Develop-
ment Incentive Program in
the 1999 Economic Devel-
opment Achievement

Awards program sponsored

by Business Facilities
[I];]gil/]!lc.

On March 20, 2000,
Edgar Coene, President of
Group C Communications and
founder of Business Facilities maga-
zine, presented the award to County
Commissioner Calvin Harris at a
presentation held in the STAR
Showcase Center. Coene, praising the
efforts at the STAR Center, said that
the county created a program “that
increased the economic viability and
enriched the workforce of this state™.

Attending this celebration was
Pinellas STAR Center Director Ken
Hall and members of his staff, Ron
Waselewski, Pinellas County Eco-
womic Development, and representa-
tives from several STAR Center

businesses.,

From left fo right, Pinellas STAR Center's Director Ken
Hall, Edgar Coene, founder of Business Facilities
magazine, and County Commissioner Calvin Harris

Business Facilities is a monthly
publication for top national and
international corporate business
executives providing information on
Issues impacting corporate expansion,
trade, economic development, as well
as facility design, construction and
management. Entries for the award
were judged by the editors of the
magazine and a distinguished group
of highly qualified economic devel-
opment professionals. Here's what
the judges had to say about the STAR
Center’'s accomplishments:

“The STAR Center addressed an
immediate, specific challenge to the

see “Achievement” continued on page 2

Osprey Nest
Relocation Project
Takes Wing

F or several years, ospreys

have raised their broods in two
huge nests on top of STAR Center
light poles in both the east parking lot
and northwest area behind the plant
In a ballpark estimate, the nest in the
northwest area weighs about 200
pounds and measures nearly 6 feet in
diameter. Nests grow to such a large
size because osprey pairs return to the
same place annually and haphazardly
pile more sticks on the nest.

This year, facilities staff members
are working closely with Florida
Power and the Florida Fish & Wild-
life Conservation Commission to
relocate the nests to the northwest
area of the property. A wooden
platform will be built and placed on a
utility pole according to specific
construction regulations required by
the commission ."'l.\'k.'l."rd'l'l'l:'_._' Lo state
requirements, the new nesting
platform should be as close as
possible but no more than a 300-foot
radius of the existing nest. Not only
will this provide a safer area for the
birds to nest, but it will allow statf to
repair the light poles and prepare the
property for future development.

see "Ospreys” conlinued on page 2






